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Understanding the produce safety requirements for the Food Safety and Modernization 

Act (FSMA) is not an easy task.  Reading through numerous pages of regulatory 

requirements and interpretive guidance can be overwhelming. Certification to 

GLOBALG.A.P.’s Integrated Farm Assurance (IFA) Fruit and Vegetable Standard, the most 

widely used private produce standard in the world, gives producers an excellent start in 

their efforts to achieve compliance with the FSMA Produce Safety Rule. For the limited 

number of FSMA requirements not covered in a GLOBALG.A.P. IFA Fruit and Vegetable 

audit, GLOBALG.A.P. is developing a compact and auditable FSMA module addition to 

the IFA, which will assure FSMA Produce Safety Rule conformance in a single audit.  While 

development of this module is in final review stages, we have published a Self-

Assessment tool to guide producers in FSMA readiness efforts.  

Does this apply to you?  

Some types of produce are currently exempt from FSMA compliance. A list of 

exemptions is available here: 

https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/fsma/ucm334114.htm#exemptions. If 

you have a farm that exclusively grows products not covered under FSMA, you will not 

need to complete the GLOBALG.A.P. FSMA Self-Assessment in addition to the IFA. For 

farms with mixed production, we recommend utilizing the tool to evaluate your 

conformance with FSMA requirements. This Self-Assessment is NOT mandatory for 

GLOBALG.A.P. certification, and is offered as a helpful tool for our producers who are 

covered under the FSMA Produce Safety Rule.  

As of the publication date of this document, the FSMA Produce Safety Rule does not 

apply to:  

• Produce that is not a raw agricultural commodity. (A raw agricultural commodity is 

any food in its raw or natural state). The following produce commodities that FDA has 

identified as rarely consumed raw: asparagus; black beans, great Northern beans, 

kidney beans, lima beans, navy beans, and pinto beans; garden beets (roots and 

tops) and sugar beets; cashews; sour cherries; chickpeas; cocoa beans; coffee 

beans; collards; sweet corn; cranberries; dates; dill (seeds and weed); eggplants; figs; 

horseradish; hazelnuts; lentils; okra; peanuts; pecans; peppermint; potatoes; pumpkins; 

winter squash; sweet potatoes; and water chestnuts 

• Food grains, including barley, dent- or flint-corn, sorghum, oats, rice, rye, wheat, 

amaranth, quinoa, buckwheat, and oilseeds (e.g. cotton seed, flax seed, rapeseed, 

soybean, and sunflower seed) 

• Produce that is solely used for personal or on-farm consumption 

• Farms that have an average annual value of produce sold during the previous three-

year period of $25,000 or less. 

https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/fsma/
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/fsma/
https://www.fda.gov/Food/GuidanceRegulation/FSMA/ucm334114.htm
https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/fsma/ucm334114.htm#exemptions


 

 

 

How the GLOBALG.A.P. FSMA Self-Assessment Tool Works 

Technical experts in the GLOBALG.A.P. community have carefully reviewed the FSMA 

requirements and compared these to the GLOBALG.A.P. Integrated Farm Assurance Fruit 

and Vegetable standard. If you have successfully achieved GLOBALG.A.P. certification 

in the past, your farm is already compliant with most of the FSMA requirements. FSMA 

requirements that are not covered in the GLOBALG.A.P. standard or those that vary from 

the GLOBALG.A.P. interpretation are covered in the Self-Assessment tool. A producer will 

review these additional control points and requirements to ensure his or her operation is 

in conformance. When the certification body audits the farm to the IFA standard, the 

contents of the FSMA Self-Assessment tool will NOT be audited. Since GLOBALG.A.P. is not 

a regulatory agency, we cannot guarantee compliance with FSMA.  

Foreign Supplier Verification Program Rule 

The Foreign Supplier Verification Program (FSVP) significantly impacts producers 

importing products into the United States of America. The FSVP gives the FDA regulatory 

tools to oversee food safety and ensure both foreign and domestic growers of fresh 

produce comply with a standardized level of best practices.  The FSVP requirements are 

risk-based according to types of foods, food hazards, and supplier performance. 

Importers have a degree of flexibility in how they meet these requirements. 

The basic steps for importer compliance with the FSVP are defined on the FDA’s FSVP 

webpage: https://www.fda.gov/food/guidanceregulation/fsma/ucm361902.htm.  

GLOBALG.A.P. certification aids producers and importers in meeting many of the basic 

requirements of the FSVP. For example, the GLOBALG.A.P. compliance criteria require 

producers to conduct a hygiene risk-assessment. For producers already GLOBALG.A.P. 

certified and exporting to the United States, the existing risk assessments developed for 

each product are a good starting point to the inform the importer’s hazard analysis. 

While the FSVP importer must determine which verification activities are written in the 

procedures, a GLOBALG.A.P. audit plus the FSMA Self-Assessment is one example of 

demonstrated verification. Additionally, the GLOBALG.A.P. certification program 

exceeds minimum surveillance requirements in terms of the number of audits conducted 

per calendar year. To demonstrate verification by using the GLOBALG.A.P. audit plus the 

FSMA Self-Assessment, the Qualified Individual identified by the importer must be able to 

provide evidence that the GLOBALG.A.P. audit report and FMSA Self-Assessment, as 

conducted by second or third-party auditor, was reviewed prior to approval as a 

supplier. Producers and importers should work with their Certification Bodies to provide a 

second or third-party review of the FSMA-Self Assessment. GLOBALG.A.P. is developing a 

comprehensive FSMA module that will be launched in 2018, which will further address this 

producer and importer need.  

For Importers whose suppliers fall under the Produce Safety Rule, compliance with the 

FSVP is required by July 26, 2018. Additional dates of compliance vary based on type 

and size of supplier. Check the FSVP website for updates. 

Getting Started 

The GLOBALG.A.P. FSMA Self-Assessment is available on the GLOBALG.A.P. web site. You 

should carefully read through the tool and its introductory narrative. If you have 

questions about how to use the Self-Assessment or its contents, please contact Rebecca 

Anderson at Rebecca.Anderson@globalgap.org or +1-805-710-9788. 

http://www.globalgap.org/uk_en/for-producers/government-requirements/us-fda-fsma/index.html
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