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NTWG Name GLOBALG.A.P. National Technical Working Group Fruit 

and Vegetables Netherlands 
Host Company The Fresh Produce Centre  

(Het GroentenFruit Huis) 
Contact Person Paul Bol 
Address Louis Pasteurlaan 6  
Postal Code 2719 EE  
City Zoetermeer 
Country Nederland 
Email bol@groentenfruithuis.nl 
Phone +31 (0)79 368 11 22 / +31 6 53308762 
Website www.groentenfruithuis.nl/ 
1. Translation and proofreading the 
official GLOBALG.A.P. documents into 
languages used in the country by the 
GLOBALG.A.P. NTWG as well as 
keeping all the documents updated. 

yes 

Comments/Examples The Dutch NTWG has been translating since the beginning. 
The first years full translations were written, but through 
developments at GLOBALG.A.P. the focus shifted to 
proofreading of translated documents. This proofreading is 
mostly focused on terminology.  
All accredited CB’s from Dutch NTWG work together in a 
working group called the harmonization working group. This 
working group is responsible for the translations and 
proofreading. 

2. Development of National 
Interpretation Guidelines in both the 
national language and English. 

yes 

Comments/Examples The harmonization working group is also where the Dutch 
NTWG determine the NIG-NL. This pertains the NIG-NL for 
the sub-scopes F&V and CC as well as, from 2013 onwards, 
the NIG-NL for the module GRASP. To work out GRASP, the 
knowledge of specific labour experts is employed. 
The Dutch government is exploring the possibility of 
rewarding companies with a valid GLOBALG.A.P. certificate 
for F&V with a reduced inspection frequency on food safety. 
To accomplish this, the NIG-NL contains references to all 
relevant local legislation. This has made the NIG-NL an 
important tool in the research of the government to the 
possibility of a lowered inspection frequency for certified 
companies. 

3. Support of GLOBALG.A.P. 
Technical Committees with proposals 
for revision of the protocols. 

yes 

Comments/Examples The Dutch NTWG function as a platform giving a seat to all 
groups concerned with the implementation of GLOBALG.A.P. 
in the Netherlands. Those groups include producers through 
PO’s as well as retailers through their national organisation. 
The processing industry, the fruit and vegetable traders and 
the growers organisations are represented through their 
respective branch organisations as well as the PPP industry.  
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The last few years the cooperation between Dutch NTWG 
and groups from the livestock industry has increased. The 
livestock industry has known national standards, surpassing 
GLOBALG.A.P. standards, for years. This could be the start 
of a combined Dutch NTWG for Crops and Livestock. 
Obstructions are observed, and solutions that fit in the Dutch 
situation are sought. The observed problems with their 
solutions are communicated to the secretariat of 
GLOBALG.A.P. The secretariat involves the technical 
committees if deemed necessary and/or desirable. The 
secretariat will sometimes ask the CBC for advice. A 
discussion is held if there is a reason for it. To this day all 
obstructions were solved by the relevant technical 
committees. 

4. Regular information about relevant 
issues regarding the integrity of the 
system to the GLOBALG.A.P. 
Secretariat. 

yes 

Comments/Examples The aforementioned harmonization working group sharply 
controls integrity. This is one of their tasks since they are 
under strict supervision of the local AB. Observed 
obstructions or potential improvements are communicated to 
the GLOBALG.A.P. secretariat through the secretariat of the 
Dutch NTWG. The GLOBALG.A.P. secretariat will ask for 
advice at the relevant technical committee if deemed 
necessary. This procedure seems to play a large role in 
developing a high standard in guarding the integrity of 
GLOBALG.A.P. 

5. Participation in the peer review 
processes of benchmarking/ 
recognition activities of schemes 
operating within your country, when 
requested by GLOBALG.A.P. 

yes 

Comments/Examples Peer review processes and benchmark activities are being 
complied with. In case of remarks concerning the Dutch 
situation, this will be communicated to the secretariat of 
GLOBALG.A.P. In particular regarding the livestock, frequent 
discussions occur about benchmarking the Dutch standard to 
GLOBALG.A.P. From the Dutch side of view this is mostly 
done to reach the high Dutch standard IKB within 
GLOBALG.A.P. If this would be successful, Dutch producers 
could prove their high production standard internationally.  
The Dutch NTWG also played a role in the development of 
the chapter on subcontractors. 

6. Regular information about changes 
in members' details and activities of 
the NTWG to the GLOBALG.A.P. 
Secretariat. 

yes 

Comments/Examples From the very start the Dutch NTWG has been keeping 
records containing all relevant information about their 
members and the organizations they represent. As the 
GLOBALG.A.P. secretariat increased their support for the 
different NTWG’s in different countries, this information is now 
being shared. The membership list of the Dutch NTWG is 
being uploaded to the GLOBALG.A.P. secretariat regularly. 

7. Has the number of active NTWG yes 
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members increased since 2015? 
Comments/Examples The Dutch NTWG consists of representatives from 

organizations resulting in a constant shift in the individuals 
who have a seat in the Dutch NTWG. The Dutch NTWG has 
strived from the start to include all parties involved in the 
implementation of GLOBALG.A.P, which means there have 
not been large changes in members the last couple of years. 
If by means of redistribution of tasks or mergers the 
represented organization changes, this will reflect 
immediately in the members of the Dutch NTWG. 

8. How has your NTWG helped 
producers in your country to get 
certification? 

All producer organisations are represented in the Dutch 
NTWG. In cooperation with representatives of these 
organisations, more than 13 supporting documents have 
been produced. These are particularly useful for making risk 
assessments. After approval, these documents are available 
on the Dutch section of the GLOBALG.A.P. website. Many 
producer organisations have included these documents in 
manuals for their members. 
Some facilitators aiding producers in managing their 
certifications by the use of specialized software, make use of 
these supporting documents.  
This is very important for the education of producers in 
working and thinking towards food safety, which aligns 
perfectly with the striving of GLOBALG.A.P. towards a good 
implementation of the HACCP in all production companies. 
By means of an intensive cooperation between PO’s and the 
Dutch NTWG, practical obstructions are quickly recognised 
after which a workable solution can be found. Furthermore, 
growers are getting increasingly used to thinking about food 
safety risks as a result of their business conduct. Increasing 
the knowledge of producers lowers the maintenance costs of 
the GLOBALG.A.P. methods at their companies.  

9. What activities has your NTWG 
been undertaking to generate 
awareness of GLOBALG.A.P. and its 
standards in your country? Please 
provide a brief description. 

From the very beginning the Dutch NTWG has been active in 
supporting the implementation of GLOBALG.A.P. for the 
producing companies. This has resulted in more than 5.000 
option 1 companies in the Netherlands. This is almost 100% 
of the fruit and vegetables companies for fresh production. 
Nearly all aforementioned activities like: translating standards, 
producing a NIG-NL, producing supporting documents, 
presenting proposals for improvement and discussions with 
the local government are co-developed by the Dutch NTWG. 
The Dutch NTWG regards the publication of the aiding 
documents to the GLOBALG.A.P. document website in 
particular, as a big step towards generating awareness. All 
accumulated knowledge is readily available for all growers, as 
long as they are fluent in Dutch or are willing to translate. 
Besides these points, the Dutch NTWG also functions as a 
discussion platform for the Dutch government. The goal is to 
integrate the requirements of the local food safety regulations 
into the NIG-NL. This document will then be the leading 
document for all producers to meet the GLOBALG.A.P. 
demands, as well as the local regulations. This might seem 
as a done deal, but the high diversity in types of companies in 
the Netherlands, and the high technological standard 
companies work at, it is very important to create a clear 
overview. 

10. Provide a list of your As a matter of fact, the Dutch NTWG and her predecessors 
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achievements, including a brief 
summary, and why you think you 
deserve to win. 

have from day one been the platform to support the 
development and implementation of GLOBALG.A.P. The 
most important starting-point to achieve this, is that all 
decisions necessary to comply with GLOBALG.A.P. demands 
and local regulations are a part of the regular business 
conduct. This is not always easy, often registrations are kept 
which are only kept because of GLOBALG.A.P, but we are 
increasingly proficient in integrating these registrations in 
regular business conduct. 
As of 2013 GRASP is available in the Netherlands. Currently 
it seems the most important PO’s are making this mandatory 
for their members. 
With the “GroentenFruit huis” a professional host organisation 
with a good secretariat is put in place which coordinates all 
activities and maintains a good and clear communication with 
the GLOBALG.A.P. secretariat. 
Since the Dutch NTWG works as a platform, yearly meetings 
are kept to a minimum. These meetings serve primarily to set 
all activities. The real work is done at the different groups 
represented in the Dutch NTWG. Everyone takes their 
responsibility, in their respective work field. By means of the 
platform Dutch NTWG it is very simple to discuss with each 
other, and where desirable, cooperate.  
We think we deserve this AWARD because we have had a 
large role in developing GLOBALG.A.P. in practice from day 
one, the functioning of the NTWGs especially, and have 
always implemented all gained knowledge in the newer 
versions. 

Photos (max. 5 MB)  
Publication consent I agree that the text and images submitted will be used and 

edited by GLOBALG.A.P. for publication, both print and 
online, for promotional, editorial and marketing purposes. 

	


